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“Thappentobea ]ournahst

I know you think all ]oum'alists i
are the scum of the earth. I've

heard enough of ‘that and I'm not
going tolisten anymore.

I won’t apologize. I have no needi /

to. It’s my career.

“You're: a' journalist!’. a sales-l

woman: at ‘a condominium  com-

plex I .visited once said in horror.

“Well, the last time a journalist
came  here, he tore this place
apart.(in a story, I assumed). I
don’t like journalists.”

“Her. rudeness astounded me.
Any chance she may have had to
sell me her product vamshed in
that instant.

“Well, I don’t like salespeople,
elther,” I wanted to respond. ‘Do

you know. how many worthless =

products I've been sold?’’
Whenever  conversation with
friends turns to my career, I hear
about ambulance chasers, and the
amount of bad  news in papers
compared to the amount of
reported good news.
~“‘Journalists  always - intrude on
people who are sorrowing, and ask
the hard and tough questions,”

I've been told. “Gwe the people a

break.”

I think they’ve been ‘watching
too much television.

.It’s been my experience that
sorrowing people call us and want
to talk. Some people get angry
with ‘us' because we don’t ‘‘ex-
ploit?’ their story enough.

Granted,‘ there' are : journalists
who give journalism a bad name.

They consistently write ir--

responsible articles that misquote,
misrepresent, and randomly ac-
cuse people of crimes no one can
prove they committed.

Newspapers  like the  National
Inquirer tell ‘‘true”’ and tall tales
of baby-eating Martians, and the
extra-marital affairs of such
American Romeos: as  Lawrence
Welk and Billy Graham. But that’s
not ‘journalism -~ that's enter-
tainment. '

Newspapers.  and Jou’?hahsts

don’t ‘have a handle on irrespon-

sibility or villainy,

Doctors, lawyers,; dentists,
psychologlsts, salespeople,
businessmen, school committee
members, politicians, bieycle
repairmen, and gas station atten-
dants, é*mong other professxonals,
also have thexr 'share of ‘corrup-
tion:

Every tlme I talk to a
psychologist I don’t “assume he
twists the minds of patients, or
rapes them during counselmg ses-
sions.

Why do so. many people '
every member of my. profe, ,
outto get them?
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_to the members of the press, and
the ‘speaker spoke rapidly, using . ti
. large technical terms I couldn’t
~-spell or pronounce — never mmd
-~ understand.

- I took ‘my story as much from
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If the. company’s personnel were
smart,’ they’d look -at' the: phone
call as free advertising. Most
companies pay to get their names
in print. 'm asking them if I can

give them good publicity for free;

Everybody occasionally ' makes '

mistakes. | As muchas' we'd like

“you to believe it, journalists are no

more perfect than anybody else.
Some assignments can: be over-

whelming. A city council reporter
may find himself covering a story
about fluctuatmg oil prices, or a -
feature writer may one day  be’
~handed an assignment dealing
with a court case she’s never .

heard about.

I remember one conference

about - groundwater : contamination

summer.

good nor all ba

I sat through the meetmg and’
took notes as copiously as possi-
ble.

But the meetmg wasn't geared

the horse’s mouth as possible, and

.+ I'stuck .around late to ask for the
spelling .of certain words and -
.phrases;

I still. had precmus little: idea of
what I ‘was writing about, but I
had to formulate a story. .

Sometimes people say. one thmg
and mean another. Reporters are

“.not mind readers and cannot pick

up ‘on the difference. We usuall
have ‘to assume what you say . is
whatyoumean. .

Other:. people = will blurt com-

ments out, and when they see it

printed in the paper they say, “I
can’t beliéve you printed that!”’
Don’t tell 3 reporter something

.you'don’t want to see in the paper..
I'm paid to spread the news, not

keepit secret.
One time I called a company for

: . '\ . a short blurb to be printed in this
I had to cover in Cohasset this . years Progress Edition. I i

“over the phone,

: oduced mysel

explamed
intent to do a short story.

t view asked, ° a
~question?”’ :

“Are’you gomg to put this ‘in| the
paper?”

I was going to
mation — type it nd
Ahang it by my bathroom mxrror" :
. I understand that salespeople
aren’t all greedy, 1 know all

yers aren’t corrupt. I don’t

every doctdr wi

There are nice
people in every profession.
Every business h

- Journalists are
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